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ABSTRACT
The information in this report reveals that an

estimated 89,651 teachers participated in strike action and that an
estimated 717,217 man-days of instruction were involved in work
stoppages that varied in duration from one day to 12 weeks. Tables
provide data on (1) man-days involved; (2) strikes and work stoppages
by organization' month, and State; (3) strikes and work stoppages (by
type of organization involved) from January 1940 to June 1971; (4)

strikes and work stoppages by school year, month, organization, and
by State from July 1960 through June 1971; and (5) system-by-system
listing of strikes during 1970-71. A related document, EA 004 677,
covers the same information for the period 1969-70. (JF)
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TEACI1Elt STRIKES, WORK STOPPAGES, AND
INTERRUPTIONS OF SE1t1'ICE, 1970.71

111 111\1: 14170-71 S1:1411111, 11.: \R. the NI: \ Itesearch Division recorded 1:111 teacher strikes. work stoppages. (11111

interruptions of sersicc. They affected public elementary and secondary school systems and state supported junior colleges
in 17 slates. estimated 110.1151 leachers participated in the strike action. and on estimated 717.21 manlays of in
striletion were iiivolyed.'lhe strikes. work stoppages. and interruptions of scnice tarried in length from one day to 12
%seeks dirk a im.dian of one %seek. \Ithouh :111111 degree of strike activity oreurred from .\iignst through \lay. nearly
ottthird of all strikes recorded took place in September. No strike activity was rcport4.41 to base started in bane.

Data in this memorandum he bee', 44)11104.41 from 'midi:414.41 and unpublished information collected by the Iiu-
n -au of Labor Statistics. I . Department of Labor. a1141 bs the Research Disision and NI.: state educatiou asso-
ciations.

I:or the purpose of this analysis. teacher strikes. work stoppages. and interruptions of service are considered to be
any concerted grim') 4.1411.1 %%Inch disrupts the regularly scheduled instruction periods for at least one legal 111111111111111

S4'110111 day. They may hr initiated bland affect a particular school building. a local school district. or a state school sus
tem. Itegularly scheduled iustrurtion days are those days I 111 % 1114'11 pupils are scheduled for classes: the% 4141 not inclin1e
teacher working days before the opening of school. teacher orientation days. insersiee days. or holidays.

Number of Strikes and Perst)nnel Involved

The moldier of strikes recorded during the past :who'd year %%a:. 14.ss than that recorded for the precious year and
represents a drerease 44 28.2 percent from the 1111 strikes recorded during the 1010-70 school year. Two states that
had not presionsly reported oily strike octisity. .\rizona and South Carolina. reported strikes during the 1070,71 school
%car.

The total moldier of personnel 41%4)1%4.41 decreased 21.1 percent compared with the number involved during the
19101.711 school year. and 11,r number of man-days dr4.1614.41 21.3 !fervent. \bout I teacher in 2:i partiripaled in strike
actisits. The 7t1:1111-41:1 : 111U11% nil :11111111111141 to 'Cr.:- than MI1411111 IFl I percent of the estimated total instructional 111;111
hays scheduled for the entire I nitrd Stales: four status. Illinois. \1i4.11igan. New Jersey. and Pennsylvania. aecomited for
77.7 percent of the total.

lw number 4 teachers im411%4.41 is not adjusted for those leachers who may have 114.4.11 invoked in more than one
strike. and some of the days revorded as lost because of 14.34.11er strike activity wer. rescheduled during the school y ear
to meet -tole requirements of minimum allemlanee. The total number of man-days of instruction was calculated I.
multiply in thr estimated total instructional staff in 1970-71 by the assumed constant figure of 180 days of instruetion
for the sear. the miiiiintim number of instruction days mandated by most stoles.
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Ihirat ion of Strikes

voinpari-on la 1h1 duration .11111 the number of participant- in -to during die p...1 him 1111111.11e- that III(' 11a1

win 111 -lac ai Ind\ in 111711 7 1 %%as generally aril longer -hike. Intl nnol%ing feu rr per-oiniel.1 he median lenoli
1or 14711-71 a.1. one v4eirk. noi vomiting neck ends and other das. 1 he Up, table -host- illy

number and length 411 -.hikes in the past four ears.

111117-011 11841401 1111111711 111707 I----.. --____ _ -------.. _
1 Mration of strike \ umber Percent Number Vercelli Number Percent \ lintlier fervent

in iii-ini of of of of of of of of
11410.11 dirt s .hikes strikes strikes -lays strikes -hikes

1.5 da . 714 101.7'; 1112 77.9'; I h. (11.1,, 11.0 7.(1.11,,

(..11) .1a\ . lit 1.0.11 111 1:2.2 31 1:.1 :16 ,();)
II 1.1 11.1\- 11 12.3 'I 10) I() 10.1 1 11 1
I kr,- 171 'Lc% - 1, 5.3 1 :1.1 11 7.1 12 11.2

1 1.11 a unobtainable
.

... .. I 11.11 ... . . ...._..._ ._
1111.11 1 1 1 11111.1i, 11 11111.1'. .1111 limy, iti) ,),vi

1 he number of teachers reported out on in each strike tended I41 be smaller in 1'1711.7 I than in 1111111 70. I Ine
leacher in 25 participated iu strike acti% it in 11170.71. The number a pariieipaiii, rerorded is au estimate based on the gral
est number of leachers it 41 reporting for work at an one time during a strike. The follm% Mg table slitn%:. the numbers of
licip :ills in ArIkr". in the past four school ears.

191474111 111611-119 11/611.711 1970.7 1

I:slim:0d number Number l'erepin Number Vercelli Number l'ervent Number Percent
of parlici of of of or of of of of

rani:- per -.hike strike:. total shrike; total strikes total strikes total

1. I'M pr.ottilel Hi 111273.N HI.':',i
.1tio9ir) per -ousel 13 1 I. I

1117

13 ILI)
12:191

76.11ii

14:11:31 12

71111..1:,

LIMO or more personnel 17 1 .1.9 1 1 ILI 1 7 11)

1 rota!! 1 1 1 11111.111,; 131 11111,111i; 181 180.1'.. 11111.11'.

1:!.3.
1 lata unobtainable . 6 . 6 .6 .. 6 I 0,11 ...

1311

able I lists the number of maiidays iinol% ell in (earlier strikes in each state in strike :led\ it\ '4% as recorded and
pereentage 411 the total maiida.. Ilk ell iu slrikes. Table 2 gie r. the number 411.strikes, estimated moldier of personnel

and estimated number or eafrgoriz...1 tpe of nrgallization initialing the in %%hid,
the strike beau, aiiil state in %%hit+ the strike occurred. Table(' lisb. dironolugically ::11 strikes recorded iu I11711-7 I and gies
beginning date. t pe of organization U1\14\1416 length of strike or work stoppage. estimated of personnel in% id\ cll. and
estimated total number of or rescheduled for instnietion.

Trends

'('able whirl' summarizes all known !earlier strikes or work stoppages from January I') 10 to June 197 16 'Inn% pe

of organization iinol%ell. the moldier of strikes. the estimated number of personnel ;mid\ ell. and the estimated total moldier
of man-11a), iinol%ell.

1A& I. which summarizes teacher strikes and work stoppages from July 1910 Ihrvlugll June l'17 I. 'Jumbles data
school ear. bs type of organization. and Irt month. :41rikes or 'work stoppages earrying er from one month to the nevi will.
tabulated lu the month in %vhieli the strike began. Table pro\ ides the same data b stale.



Organization Data

For those u %%id, to compare the organizoitom affiliation of groups initiating trik or %%lark stoppages. the ft ollou ing
data are 1111'11141rd:

Professional associations/ 'reacher l i llll

N EA membership (flay 1971) 1 183.181 A FT membership ( \ lay 1971)
246.471.:117N

1Number of 1.. Ioeal-EA state af membefiliate rship 1 726.711 A'1
Number of NE \ affiliated loyal associations . . 11.950

/ National I.:duration ssoriation. NE I 2.mcric.al Federation of "earlier:. litrirt 4,0 the :7;ith
1971-72. Washington. I). I:. *,)tireti lion. I 971. San Franciseio. fi

TAKE I. _m AN.DAys INVOLVED IN TEAcIIER STRIKES, oRK STOPPAGES.

AND INTERRUPTIONS Of SKR VICE. 1970.71

Siale

Estimated
total in.
struction
a! stall"

Assumed number
I of mandays of
instrurtit nib

.stiniated lim-
her of maii-da%
in% iAril ill le:1411-
IT strikes'

Nlati-days involved in teacher
strikes as a percent I Di man-
days of inst met 11141

.1I

.Arizona 21.0211 3.785.0.10 1.1)05 111'4'
California 21)1.1)1)1) 36.720.001) .15.720 0.1
Colorado 27.3.12 1.921.561) 3(0
I :4Imiect 11111 :16.590 6.5116.280 15.4)37 0,4)
1114orgia 50.1811 9.000.180 567
1111114,6 11:1.805 211..111.1,900 176 562 0,9
Indiana 57.55.1 10.:159.72,0 6.1110 11.1

N lar% land 15.9611 11272.1100 1.200
Alieligan 100.2117 18.115: .668 61.651
Neu I lampshire 8,215 1.1.78.700 .1.732 0.3
NI'w .1 ITSI-y 111,4):20 15,285.600 I..7 1.2
New VI irk 2011.622 :17.551.960 8.74)4)
Ohio 113.500 20..130.000 111.115 1).1
Pennsylvania 120,000 21.600.000 13 f,595 0.6
South I :arolina 31.700 5.706.0IH) 850
Utah 13,111 2.354080 1,000 0.2
Wisconsin 51.216 9.218.881) 16.317 0.2

17 state I.287M5 I 231,811180 717.217

Remaining 33 states and DA: 981,14)5 17(015,11)0

United State: '1.2693)46 1011211.281) 717.217 0.2'1

l'rt National Education Assliciation, Research I hvisiim. Estimates of Sclwal Statistics. 1970-71. Itcr.carch I {-port
1970-1i15. Wai.ltiligtott. I I. 1:.: the Association. 1970. p. 31.

hASSIlltieS a enliSlant of 180 days public- school instruction for the year. \\lilt, the number of instruction flays varies from
state to State. the majorit) of states require a minimum of !BO,

e Rased on instniction days of full-time teachers during the regular school year. Teacher report -in days. holidays. % erk ends.
and vacation days are excluded. I )ala on strike estimates are rompiled from puldislied and unpublished information collected

the Bureau of 1.aloor Statistics, S. 1)1T:tritium( of Labor. and the Ile:wan:1i Division.
a Assumes that the man-days involved in teacher strikes arc not rescheduled.

.ess than I /II) of I percent.
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T 1111.E 2.TEACI1ER STRIKES, NOR K SION' WES, AND INTERRUPTIONS
OF SERVICE. BY TYPE OR ORGANIZATION, 111 NIONTII. AND 111

STATE, 1970.71 SC11001. YF.AR"

Number of strikes. Estimated nittli Estimated number
1 pc 111 organization. %%ork stoppages. her of IIIIMIIIIII'l of IIIIIII day:. III

mouth. and stateb and interruptions involved vol% etle

L'IL'.41TL":_____._

:1

'FYN'. OF 011(;ANIZ.V1.1()N
Prolessitutal a:4,416;10mi . . 107 :13.107 211.99I)
reacher union 16,131 501.361
Independent organitatilm . . . . . .

No organization 110 837
.146111 unitm/asmiciation . .

130 89.1)51 717.217
MONTII

-\11!`111 I( 1.1320 20.1)07
September .11 19.103 110E131
October :1 13.187 39.820
NlIven11:.:r 5 2,187 22.931
Derember :1 1015 9..101
January 10 29.'161 127.780
Fehrttary 8 6.651 192.21)7
Nlarch I) 1.1)21 37.7%
April .17 1).871 I):1,7113
\lav 5 1.151 8.301
June . . . . .

89.1151 717.217
STATE

Ariztina 1 801 .1.005
California :1 20/2 13.720
(.4,1111%00 I 300 .100
(.01111reill'Ili 10 7.251. 53.937
IIIorgia 1 81 5117
Illinois 13 30.872 170.502
bulimia 1 7110 0.8.10
\lary land 1 3110 1.200
\liehigt.11 28 3.1011 61.(,31-
Neu Ilampshire 1 :1:18 1-.732
\e% I. "sey 12 7.2119 181.721
Neu York I) :1.323 11.799
DIM) It 2.335 1(1.333
Penns\ lyania :18 21.2')9 13.1.595
South Carolina 1 850 850
nal' 1 2.000 1.000
Wisconsin . I 777414 10.317

130 81031 717,217

at )alit im strike estimates compiled from published and unpublished information t»1
levied by die Bureau of Labor Statistics, Deparlinnt of Labor. and the Re-
search Division.

bExeluded are two strikes during barber orientation days.
ellased 011 111:4111ri11111 Ililyr.1111.1111.11Ine teacher. during regular school year. 'readier

report -in days. holidays. week ends, and vacation days are excluded.



TABLE 3,- SUMMARY OF TEACHER STRIKES. WORK STOPPAGES. AND INTERRUPTIONS OF
SERVICE. 111 T'PE OF ORGANIZATION INVOLVED. JANUARY 1910 THROUGH JUNE 1971

Tyr of organization

timber of Arikr)..
lurk )..611)page?., and Estimated number
intyrruption, permultiel in. I:stint:1641 taittibt.r of
mrvit.): ok I'd 1,1)11111m. i11wl%rd

Nundwr Percent
of total"

Nninlicr 11).114.10

of total"
Numb'''. Percent

of total"
:1 .1 6 7

Prol(w.itmal asm wiat ion
Tracker union
Italeifigall.111 organization
No organization
Joint union/asm)riati) al

Total

I60
2(L'

17

I4
4

62.%
27.11
2.3
().2
1.2

:120.7:15

2111.138
3,103
2,17')

16.731

51..I.%

15.1)

0,5
01
.)_.- ,

I ,397,(152
,117,263

9.158
21.100

310.741

22.6%
71,9

0.2
(1..1

5.0

100,1%737 ())1.(1)4 621.1117 11111.11'; 1).111(1.514

" 1ereentagl.)..111m not add to I00,0!; 'ming It) rounding.

TABLE 4.-SUMMARY OF TEACHER STRIKES. WORK STOPPAGES. AND INTERRUPTIONS OF SERVICE.
BY 5(31001. YEAR. BY ORGANIZATION. BY MONTH. JULY 1960 THROUGH JUNE 1971

Number of strikri..

School ear. t pr of organi
zation, and mood)

W Irk Aoppages, :MI I
intrrniptions of
srrvie

.Aittiated number
of perron11).1 ill.
VIII% ell

Estimated number of
tit:m.)111p illy'dyed

Nundoer
of total"

N111111'4.1. Pcreent
of total°

NionlIer Percent
of total"

.) :1 7

SCHOOL YEAR
196061 :1 0.5% 5.080 11.9',; 5,1180 0.I%
1961.62 I 0.2 22.000 3.7 22,000 0.
1962 6'1 .)- 0.3 2.200 0. 3,000 0.1

1963.64 5 0.8 11.18() 2.0 24.020 0.4
1%1-65 12 1.11 15,083 2.5 27.153 0.5
1465.66 18 2.') 33.620 5.6 1.9.220 0.8
1966.67 31 5.4 111.633 1.8 29,1179 0,5
1H6768 114 18.1 162,604 27.1 1,433,786 21.1
1468.611 1:11 20.8 128,888 21,5 2.733.802 15.41

1116(1.70 181 28,7 118.636 19.7 (111,032 15.3
1470.71 130 20,6 84,451 11.4 717.217 12,0

631 100,2!' 600,375 100,1',5 5.955.689 1 00.1',;

TYPE OF ORGANIZATION
Proft..sional as::ociat ion :19 (OW; 316,005 52.6% 1,373,812 23.1%.

Trarlwr union 156 24.7 264.272 .0 4.263.2311 71.
Inderndnt organization 8 1.3 2.178 0.4 5.018 0.1

No organization 19 3.1) I .189 0.2 2,881) 0.1

Joint union/association 4 I .1 16.731 2.8 310.741 5.2

631 600,375 100.0% 5.955,689 100.1%



TABLE .1.-SEMN1Alt 1. or TEACI1E11 STRIKES. WORK STOPPAGES. AND INTrttiturrims 01 5E10 ICE.
111. 5(11001. 1 EAR. 111 01W A \ 1 ZATIO BY \1O\'1'11. J1 IV 1960 T111(011611 .1 UNE 1971 (Continued)

\ iiiiilorr 111 - 1ril.r

Iork -If sioilags...
S11144411 \ ear. 1\ I si sit

III. 411141 1114111111

V.-11111,1i4.41

4)1 1ser-otoo.1 1;liota14.41 141

mal141.1% - 111\411%411

\ Milker

1

lirrecol
nl 1411,11"

:1

\ timber Perrvol
of total"

-
.1---

\ timber

It

111111141,

411 1411,11"
-

M()Yril
%Igtt.1 23 ..1.61, 5.1157 1.114; 31.107 11(1',
r111ru111rr I'll :111:1 1111.56 :111.2 :1.,':11.:1011 (1.7
I 114.1411wr 17

- '5.':11) -1.2 !16.611:1 1,11

\ o% 1.1111,11. :15 5.6 2 1. 1:1() 1.1 10:1.92 I 1.7
111.4.4.11111.r 11 I. :3.2111 11.5 19.:1117 11..1

Jatittilr :111 (01 1.161 7.1 210.37 I :1.5
Felorttar% II 11.5 106.1:111 17.7 916.9611 15.1%nl 55 11.7 110.102 13.1 1(11.902 1-..
N ilril 611 10.11 5 1.50:1 9.1 1113.119:1 ;..5
\ la \ 40 11.6 610 WI 11.0 1113.121 :1.1
.1 low :10 1.11 10.399 I. 25.11111 0.1

6:11 ()110.1 75 1011.11; 5955.6119 911.111,- - - -^
Verecolog4., toll add 14) 100.111, ,, tog I o rounding.

---------



TABLE 5.-SUMMARY OF TEACHER STRIKES. WORK STOPPAGES. AND INTERRUPTIONS
OF SERVICE. in STATE, JULY 1960 THROUGH . tin 1971

SI ale

Number of strike..
uork stoppages. and
interruptions of E-timated number of Estimated number of
ser% ill. personnel invoked maullins invoked-__-__.
Number Percent

of total°
Number Percent

of totil°
Number Percent

of total!'
7

1

) :1 I 1 6

.Nlaska 1 0.'"; 300 0.1"; 210 h

Arizona I 0.) 801 0.1 1.005 11,1't

:41814)114a 30 1.8 37,137 6 '! 315,1'11 5.8
1:oli wail() 3 0.8 11181 0.7 26.738 0.5

Connerliria o:-.) .1.0 1.1.015 2.:1 71.111 1.3

Di,triet of 1:olumbia 5 118 3.1.16 0.6 3.116 0.1

Florida 1 0.6 32.000 5.:, 123.800 7.1

1;eurgia 3 0.3 179 b (ILI b

Maim I 0.2 :100 11.1 3110 b

MI IMIS 68 10.8 60.130 10.0 271.781 1.6

Indiana 15 2.4 29.426 4.9 112.511 1..1

" 03 209 ii 592 b

Ke tillIAV 6 1.1 55,060 9.4 191.810 3.2

1.oni,iima 0.6 :2.607 0, 16.271 0.3
N lin:. land 9 1.4 11.155 1.7 38.905 0.7

Masiarlmsells 10 1.6 '1.226 1.1 .18.216 0.8

Nlirhigan 153 2.1.3 111339 11. 412.128 6.9
Nlinnesnla I 0.2 2.000 0.3 30,000 0.3
Nlissouri II 1.7 3.113.1 0.6 6,057 0.1

Nlontaua 2 0.3 818 0.1 1.636 b

Nevada 0.3 :1.200 0.5 5,600 111

%t I lampshire 0.6 1.683 0.3 11,192 0.1

Neu Jerm.y .16 7.3 2.1 550 .1 306.358 3.1

Neu Me 7 iv° 3 0.5 3,058 0.5 15.218 0.3
New 1 ork 32 3.1 132.321 22.0 :1.259.516 5.1.7

North Dakota I 0.2 200 b :1.1)111 0,1

Ohio 7.2 11.4 19.0041 :1.2 51.43.1 0.9

OkIalnuila 5 0.8 24.1122 .1.1 26.932 0.5

Peims leania 80 12.7 51.062 9.0 210.098 3.5
IiItolle Island 7 1.1 2.675 0.3 2.1..285 0.

Son111 Carolina I 0.2 850 0.1 850 b

Sollill Dakota I 0.2 RI 0.1 :1.969 0.1

Tennessee I 0,6 851 0.1 5.808 0.1

Utah .1 0.6 12.325 2.1 24.950 0.4
West Virginia 3 0.5 11-1 b 272 b

W isefinAlit 9 1.4 2.621 01 27:123 0.5

TOTAL 631 100.:E4 600.373 99.5,4 5.915.689 100.2'

°Percentages may not add to 1110.0;; owing to rounding.
b LeSS Illatt 1/10 of 1 percent.
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Hi

11.7.

'13
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11 1

1:ii
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1 Iti

1.7 3 2

I '17 1
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2.1Hui

1711 I Ii.1.1 SI. LOW!, I',14.11yr unum 611 MI) I 111.1i1

1'170 Seidrtither I Ipeo. 1 I. 1 I .4 Arita Milligan .1-1...t1 211 :1,11) 7.4811
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